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Brrrrrrrr!!!!!!  
Who’s ready for Spring? 

The 2015 LISCC year has started with a 
BANG!!!!  Between our freezing cold 
weather, insane snow storms, terrible end to 
an amazing Super Bowl and an AMAZING 
performance by my son as Charlie Bucket in 
his school’s production of Willy Wonka Jr. I 
don’t even need to talk about the SCC.  But 
I guess that’s kind of my job, so I’ll try to do 
a little of that……

The January meeting at the Great South Bay 
Brewery was a HUGE success.  If you 
missed it, you REALLY missed it!  I doubt too 
many people will tell you they didn’t have a 
great time learning about the chemistry of 
beer and tasting the results.  I think our 
speaker, Rick Sobotka, has gained a few 
new customers after our visit.  If you didn’t 
get a chance to try the Blood Orange Pale 
Ale, I would suggest you make a return visit 
to taste for yourself how awesome it is.

I’m hoping to keep our momentum going and 
will see each of you at our March 19 meeting  
to be held at Carlyle on the Green in 
Farmingdale (It’s in Bethpage State Park).  
Dara has lined up a Special Effects Makeup 
Artist, Lexan Rosser, to do a live 
demonstration of her talents.  If you have a 
second, click on over to her website 
(www.lexanrosser.com) to get a look at her 

Letter From The Chair?     “Cheers to a great 2015!  Let’s make it a great one!”  

work…. It is AWESOME!!!!  With her talents, 
we may end up with a zombie or two walking 
around at our meeting by the time she is 
done.  Registration is open on the website, 
so get to clicking and registering.

On February 6, we had our annual ski trip at 
Windham Mountain and it was a blast!  The 
recent cold weather made for great skiing 
conditions and we really lucked out since 
there were very few people on the mountain 
for me to crash into, so the Windham Ski 
Patrol and First Aid squads had an easy day 
and said we would be welcome to come back 
again.  This really is a very fun event that you 
should plan on attending next year if you 
can.  There are members of the New York 
and Connecticut Chapters there as well, so 
you can even spread your networking wings.  
You don’t even need to know how to ski… 
We can get you out there on the beginner’s 
slopes with a lesson and a parachute…. Or 
helmet!

Speaking of spreading your networking 
wings, I want to mention that, this year, we 
will be trying something new and are working 
with the NYSCC for the 2015 Color 
Cosmetics Symposium, currently slated for 
November11-12 in Manhattan. This event 
will take the place of our traditional 
Educational Seminar.  In addition to the 
speakers from the NYSCC-side, we are 
extremely  happy that Paul Marotta (Estee 
Lauder) has agreed to speak on the second 
day.   

We are currently scouting locations and we 
w i l l l e t y o u k n o w t h r o u g h t h e 
website/emails/Facebook with more details.  
Day one will be an all-day course in Color 
Cosmetics to be taught by Edwin Faulkner. 
The second day will be the symposium itself 
with a wide variety of speakers.  We are 

currently trying to gauge interest in having a 
bus service to and from the event.  Please 
let me know your thoughts if you would use 
this service or not.  PLEASE start putting the 
bug in your lab manager’s ears about going 
to this, whether you go for one or both days.  
It will be a very worthwhile educational 
seminar/symposium that you won’t want to 
miss.  

I’m really enjoying working with our 
executive board and planning our year.  I 
really couldn’t ask for better people to work 
with.  I said it before and I will say it again…. 
This is your chapter. Get involved.  
Membership is what you make it.  If you think 
of something that could make for a good 
speaker or topic, get in touch with me, Dara, 
or any of the board members.  We want to 
make the LISCC something that you WANT 
to participate in.
Happy Formulating!  

Chris Burger
LISCC Chair

PS – Keep an eye out for our upcoming 
events like a Long Island Winery Tour and a 
Bowling Night!

PPS – LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!!!! Our 
page’s name is “Society of Cosmetic 
Chemists – Long Island Chapter



"How I got involved in SFX Makeup coming from a
background in fine art and film."

Lexan is a New York based Makeup Artist with 
experience in film, television, web and print. 
After attending the School of Visual Arts for film, 
Lexan utilized her background in fine art to 
pursue a career in makeup.

Working predominantly in film, Lexan 
collaborates well with directors, DPs, cast and 
crew. Be it beauty, fashion, or special effects 
makeup, Lexan always brings personality and 
professionalism to set.

Thursday March , 2015

Carlyle On the Green
989 Quaker Meeting House Rd. 
Farmingdale NY

L O C AT I O N  

T I M E S

T I C K E T S

Lexan Rosser
Makeup Artist 

Chapter Meeting Guest Speaker 

DETAILS

Cocktails: 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM
Dinner and Talk to Follow
  

Members Tickets: $50.00
Non-Members Tickets: $55.00

Nature’s Science.

   

™

Your Beauty.

Our Technology.

www.ajiaminobeauty.com

by

CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE TICKETS

BIO ABSTRACT
“How I got involved in SFX Makeup coming from 
a background in fine art and film, some of the 
basics of SFX makeup (things even non-SFX 
makeup artists should know), types of products 
often used, alternatives to those products and 
experiences on set doing SFX, using such 
alternatives when certain tools are unavailable. 
I can then do a demo of a "slit-throat" makeup.”

No kegs necessary. 
As the craft brewing industry grows and competition increases, a Denver start-up is betting brewers will want 
technology that cuts costs and makes their operations more efficient.  Early in 2015, Sustainable Beverage 
Technologies will introduce BrewVo, a patented process for brewing beer into a liquid concentrate and then mixing it 
with water using the same dispensing equipment that restaurants use for soft drinks. The process eliminates the need 
for 15.5-gallon beer kegs and the water used to clean and sanitize them. (In 1990, after pressure from Anheuser-
Busch, Coors admitted to shipping liquid beer concentrate to mix with local water rather than the Rocky Mountain 
spring water promoted in its advertising campaigns.)  There's pressure on restaurants and bars to add more taps for 
all those new craft beers, which would traditionally require space for kegs. Bags of concentrate packaged in small 
boxes connect to a bar's soda-dispensing system and beer taps: no kegs.  

But doesn’t it always seem that soda from the gun is not as good as soda from a bottle? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://liscc.org/marchmeeting.html


Employment Opportunities 
Be sure to check our website employment 
page for current positions

Spartan Brands
Principal Formulation Chemist  

PLEASE CONTACT MINDY GOLDSTEIN @ 973-325-0968 or 516-528-3360 TO HAVE YOUR 
EMPLOYMENT COMMUNICATION LISTED IN THIS SECTION. ADS WILL BE RUN ON A SPACE 
AVAILABILITY BASIS

Estee Lauder
Senior Chemist 1 

Naturex
Account Manager - Northern USA 

Actives International 
East Coast Sales manager

BARNET

BARNET PRODUCTS CORPORATION 201.346.4620
140 SYLVAN AVE. ENGLEWOOD CLIFFS NJ 07630

WWW.BARNETPRODUCTS.COM

A LEADING SUPPLIER OF UNIQUE SPECIALTY 
CHEMICAL INGREDIENTS TO THE COSMETIC 

AND PERSONAL CARE INDUSTRY

New Products
Miracare® GBC - The clear choice  
for tear-free, Ethoxylate-free  
baby cleansing

Rheomer® 33T - Higher  
clarity suspending polymer

Rhodia is now Solvay
Still o�ering exceptional  
products & service

Contact: 888-776-7337
NovecareCC@Solvay.com

Botaneco
Territory Manager  

No kegs necessary. 
As the craft brewing industry grows and competition increases, a Denver start-up is betting brewers will want 
technology that cuts costs and makes their operations more efficient.  Early in 2015, Sustainable Beverage 
Technologies will introduce BrewVo, a patented process for brewing beer into a liquid concentrate and then mixing it 
with water using the same dispensing equipment that restaurants use for soft drinks. The process eliminates the need 
for 15.5-gallon beer kegs and the water used to clean and sanitize them. (In 1990, after pressure from Anheuser-
Busch, Coors admitted to shipping liquid beer concentrate to mix with local water rather than the Rocky Mountain 
spring water promoted in its advertising campaigns.)  There's pressure on restaurants and bars to add more taps for 
all those new craft beers, which would traditionally require space for kegs. Bags of concentrate packaged in small 
boxes connect to a bar's soda-dispensing system and beer taps: no kegs.  

But doesn’t it always seem that soda from the gun is not as good as soda from a bottle? 
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California Air Resources Board has 
updated their website for the 2013 
Consumer and Commercial Products 
Survey (the ‘2013 Survey’). This 
onerous form requires all companies 
marketing a very long list of products in 
California, including most cosmetics, to 
provide VOC, non-VOC formula 
percentage data and sales dollar data 
for all products, even those that do not 
contain VOCs.  CARB’s communication 
to industry of the filing requirement of 
this survey has been very poor. The 
original due date had been pushed back 
6 months to March 1, 2015. Now, 
further pushbacks have been set: 
1)Formulators get an automatic 30 day 
extension to 1 April 2015 for the 2013 
data. 2)Small businesses (not more 
than 25 employees total) get automatic 
120 day extension to 1 July 2015 for the 
2013 data. Businesses with more than 
25 employees must email a request for 
an extension of the deadline providing 
answers to: a)When did you learn about 
the 2013 survey? b)When did you start 
working on the 2013 survey? c)When 
did you complete data gathering efforts 
for the 2013 survey? d)Approximately 
how many products will you report? 
e)How many labels will you report? 
f)How far along are you in entering the 
information necessary into the Consumer 
Products Reporting Tool? g)How much 
time are you requesting to complete the 
2013 survey?  More info is available 
at:  http://www.arb.ca.gov/consprod/re
gact/2013surv/2013main.htm.   

Colorado has become the latest state 
to consider rulemaking to ban plastic 
microbeads in cosmetic products. 
Meanwhile, New York’s attorney 
general has submitted a similar bill 
into the State Legislature. Last year’s 
version of the bill passed the 
Assembly but failed to advance out of 
committee in the Senate. 

Taiwan has banned the use of coal 
tar in cosmetics starting in January 
2016. Taiwan joins the EU and a 
number of other south eastern Asian 

countries in the ban. The US allows 
coal tar only in certain doctor-
prescribed medicines.  

The state of Maine has added 
phthalates to the list of “priority 
status” chemicals for products sold in 
the state. The others are bisphenol A, 
nonylphenol, nonylphenol ethoxylates, 
cadmium, mercury and arsenic. The 
priority status designation requires, at 
a minimum, a reporting process. In 
some cases there are formulation 
maximums and, bisphenol A for 
instance, is banned in certain products. 

The Cosmetics Scientific Body of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
has proposed a ban of  five parabens: 
phenylparaben, benzylparaben, pent-
ylparaben, isopropylparaben and 
isobutylparaben would be added to 
Annex II of the ASEAN Cosmetics 
Directive. The proposed effective ‘last 
sale’ date is July 30th but Thailand 
and the Philippines have asked to 
extend this to December 31st. Triclosan 
is scheduled to be discussed at the 
next meeting. 

In India, if a proposed new bill be-
comes law, anyone in violation of the 
clinical trials procedure for cosmetics 
would face a jail sentence of up to 
five years. 

There have been reports that South 
Korea's Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs has published a "5 
Year Plan for Animal Welfare" that 
establishes a plan to phase out 
animal testing for cosmetic products 
and eventually cosmetic ingredients. 
However much work on the details 
remain. The Humane Society Inter-
national cautions that the reports are 
premature. 

Margaret Hamburg, one of the 
longest-serving commissioners in US 
FDA  history, announced her resig-
nation plans February 6th. Her final 
day will be in late March. She will be 
succeeded on an acting basis by 
Stephen Ostroff, FDA's chief scientist 
since January 2014.  Also at FDA, 
Susan Mayne has taken over as 
Director of the CFSAN group. 

FDA has said that it has insufficient 
data to establish whether six 
chemicals are generally recognized 
as safe and effective for use in 

sunscreens. The substances are 
bemotrizinol, bisoctrizole, 
drometrizole trisiloxane, octyl 
triazone, amiloxate, and diethylhexyl 
butamido triazone. The Sunscreen 
Innovation Act, which went into effect 
in November 2014, is intended to 
accelerate FDA’s process for 
approving new active ingredients in 
sunscreens. Some of the six 
chemicals have been under review at 
FDA for more than a decade. Among 
other items, the agency is asking for 
additional data from human irritation 
and sensitization studies, animal 
carcinogenicity, reproductive, 
developmental tests and “adverse 
event” reports from countries that 
have approved these chemicals. 

The UK's restriction dossier for 
octamethylcyclotetrasiloxane (D4) 
and decamethylcyclopenta-
siloxane (D5) has been delayed until 
April 15th. In its restriction dossier, 
the UK is set to propose that wash-off 
personal care products in the EU 
shall not contain more than 0.1% of 
D4, nor more than 0.1% of D5.  

According to Vic Mencarelli at The 
Hain Celestial Group, since the 
Nagoya Protocol went into effect in 
October, the EU has been working 
through “implementing” regulation. 
The current EU proposal includes 
holding non-signatory nations to the 
Nagoya requirements. So effectively, 
even though the US is not a 
signatory, if you source from a 
signatory country and ship to the EU, 
it is highly possible that you will need 
to have all the documentation just the 
same as if the US were a signatory.  

Since the EU Cosmetics Regulation 
has established a prohibition on 
testing finished cosmetic products 
and cosmetic ingredients on animals, 
Cosmetics Europe states that the 
claim "Not tested on animals" is 
now obsolete under the EU Cosmetic 
Products Regulation.  Under the 
Legal Compliance section, "The 
claimed benefits for a product must 
go beyond mere compliance with 
legal requirements." Since the rules 
prohibit animal testing, stating “Not 
tested on animals” does not go 
beyond mere compliance and as 
such cannot be claimed. 
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LISCC NEWS 
Spirit of Sam Award 

The Long Island Chapter of the Society of Cosmetic Chemists announces the “Spirit of Sam” Award in 
memory of Dr.Samuel Zuckerman.  Sam passed away in November, 1995, leaving behind a 
tremendous legacy in the field of color, organic chemistry, and education.  It is in his memory that we 
dedicate this award.

Please visit our website for criteria for selection, nomination details, and previous recipients of this 
award.   
   

LISCC News and Upcoming Events 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Save the Date 
Be sure to make your calendars for the following LISCC events later this year.

May 21st, 2015: Chapter Meeting - Northport Yacht Club 

TBD: Annual Fishing Trip

October 2015: Chapter Meeting - TBD

November 2015: Chapter Meeting - TBD 

  
   

http://liscc.org/spiritofsam.html
http://liscc.org/events.html
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Alternative
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care ingredients to 
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Nanomolar chemistry enables 1500 experiments in a single day  
Chemists at pharma giant Merck have conducted over 1500 chemistry experiments in under a day thanks to a miniaturized, high 
throughput automation platform they developed for identifying how synthetic molecules react under various conditions. 

Yes, but how do you make a cosmetic chemist small enough to use a rubber spatula in that beaker! 

 
 

India Supreme Court wipes away Bollywood's ban on female makeup artists 
'We are in 2014, not in 1935. Such things cannot continue even for a day,' said Judge Dipak Misra. India's Supreme 
Court has ordered the lifting of a ban on women working as makeup artists in the movie industry, ending a decades-
long discriminatory practice.  The Cine Costume Makeup Artists and Hair Dressers Association had an unofficial ban 
on women as makeup artists, though they could work as hairdressers to the stars. The association said it was only 
trying to ensure that male makeup artists were not deprived of work in the film industry.  The court order came on a 
petition by makeup artist Charu Khurana, whose case was supported by the National Commission for Women, a state 
organization that protects women's rights.  

Finally, the mascara will look right! 
 

 
 

Fanatic about your coffee? 
The world’s most expensive coffee (Black Ivory Coffee from Thailand, ~US$70.00/pound) is ‘processed’ by Asian 
elephants.  That’s right: Feed the elephant coffee cherries and retrieve the beans when they come out the other end, 
digested and fermented.  Then brew your coffee through the world’s most expensive coffeemaker from Blossom Coffee 
(The Blossom One Brewer, ~US$5000!).  Temperature control to 0.5°F.  An 8-bit processor.  But manual stirring. 

How’s that for a morning eye opener! 

 

Collecting water from fog: learning from nature 
As reported in Advanced Functional Materials (DOI: 10.1002/adfm.201402229), a group of Chinese scientists have 
found that the shape of clusters of spines on the stems of certain cacti are very efficient collectors of water from fog.  
Another group at the University of Texas at Arlington (ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces, 2014, 6 (18), pp 16257–16266) has 
taken a cue from the shape and movement of the beaks of shore birds and developed a fog/water collector consisting 
of two flat glass plates that are hinged together on one edge.  The opened plates are allowed to collect condensed fog 
droplets. Then the plates are closed together, the droplets coalesce and the water runs down and is collected at the hinge 
when the plates are re-opened. A single 10-inch by 4-inch prototype “swallowed” about a tablespoon of water in 36 minutes. 
Over two hours, it harvested 400 to 900 times more water than both natural and other artificial fog-collectors. 

Yes, but is it deionized? 

 

 

 

 

Typing with feeling? 
In a paper appearing in Behaviour & Information Technology (Vol33, iss9, 9/14, pp987-96) entitled “Identifying emotion by 
keystroke dynamics and text pattern analysis”, researchers at the Islamic University of Technology in Gazipur, Bangladesh, 
reveal how they were able to correctly ascertain a computer user’s mood from keystroke attributes.  Different emotions had 
different correct perception levels.  Fear was properly recognized 67% of the time while joy was accurately perceived 87% of 
the time.  The hope is that these developments can be used for  teaching systems and word processing user authentication. 

Emoticons not necessary???!!! 



CHAIR

CHAIR ELECT
SECRETARY Brandon Nazario 516-587-5721
TREASURER Sunni Thaxton 631-531-1546

TREASURER ELECT Christina Romano 631-531-1490
NOMINATIONS/ELECTIONS Akshay Talati 631-531-1654

MEMBERSHIP Susan Daly 631-531-1527
PHOTOGRAPHY Michael Eskalyo 516-379-2661

PLAQUES Joe Ettari 631-531-1100
EMPLOYMENT/STUDENT 

PROGRAM
Mindy Goldstein 973-325-0968

516-528-3360
HOUSE Jennifer Recine 631-531-1448

NEWSLETTER/ ADVERTISING John Tobin 631-531-1093

AWARDS Julie Hidalgo 631-622-5107
SKI TRIP Ina Schlenoff 631-531-1244

AUDIO/VISUAL Jack Lombardi 631-531-1390

PICNIC Paul Marotta 631-531-1074
NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE Ahmad El-Farram

PROGRAM Nick Huss 201-888-7296
EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR Chris Burger 732-254-1901 x111

GOLF OUTING Paul Tchinnis 631-531-1587

ARCHIVES James Tobin 631-531-1093
REGULATORY Tom Vichroski 631-271-5194

2015 ADVISOR Brandon Neblett 631-531-5838

Need to get in touch with us? Feel free to call or email us.  
We would be happy to answer your questions 

C O N TA C T  U S

Chris Burger 732-254-1901 x111
Nickolas Huss 201-346-5838

 
 

 

Nanomolar chemistry enables 1500 experiments in a single day  
Chemists at pharma giant Merck have conducted over 1500 chemistry experiments in under a day thanks to a miniaturized, high 
throughput automation platform they developed for identifying how synthetic molecules react under various conditions. 

Yes, but how do you make a cosmetic chemist small enough to use a rubber spatula in that beaker! 

 
 

India Supreme Court wipes away Bollywood's ban on female makeup artists 
'We are in 2014, not in 1935. Such things cannot continue even for a day,' said Judge Dipak Misra. India's Supreme 
Court has ordered the lifting of a ban on women working as makeup artists in the movie industry, ending a decades-
long discriminatory practice.  The Cine Costume Makeup Artists and Hair Dressers Association had an unofficial ban 
on women as makeup artists, though they could work as hairdressers to the stars. The association said it was only 
trying to ensure that male makeup artists were not deprived of work in the film industry.  The court order came on a 
petition by makeup artist Charu Khurana, whose case was supported by the National Commission for Women, a state 
organization that protects women's rights.  

Finally, the mascara will look right! 
 

 
 

Fanatic about your coffee? 
The world’s most expensive coffee (Black Ivory Coffee from Thailand, ~US$70.00/pound) is ‘processed’ by Asian 
elephants.  That’s right: Feed the elephant coffee cherries and retrieve the beans when they come out the other end, 
digested and fermented.  Then brew your coffee through the world’s most expensive coffeemaker from Blossom Coffee 
(The Blossom One Brewer, ~US$5000!).  Temperature control to 0.5°F.  An 8-bit processor.  But manual stirring. 

How’s that for a morning eye opener! 

 

Collecting water from fog: learning from nature 
As reported in Advanced Functional Materials (DOI: 10.1002/adfm.201402229), a group of Chinese scientists have 
found that the shape of clusters of spines on the stems of certain cacti are very efficient collectors of water from fog.  
Another group at the University of Texas at Arlington (ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces, 2014, 6 (18), pp 16257–16266) has 
taken a cue from the shape and movement of the beaks of shore birds and developed a fog/water collector consisting 
of two flat glass plates that are hinged together on one edge.  The opened plates are allowed to collect condensed fog 
droplets. Then the plates are closed together, the droplets coalesce and the water runs down and is collected at the hinge 
when the plates are re-opened. A single 10-inch by 4-inch prototype “swallowed” about a tablespoon of water in 36 minutes. 
Over two hours, it harvested 400 to 900 times more water than both natural and other artificial fog-collectors. 

Yes, but is it deionized? 

 

 

 

 

Typing with feeling? 
In a paper appearing in Behaviour & Information Technology (Vol33, iss9, 9/14, pp987-96) entitled “Identifying emotion by 
keystroke dynamics and text pattern analysis”, researchers at the Islamic University of Technology in Gazipur, Bangladesh, 
reveal how they were able to correctly ascertain a computer user’s mood from keystroke attributes.  Different emotions had 
different correct perception levels.  Fear was properly recognized 67% of the time while joy was accurately perceived 87% of 
the time.  The hope is that these developments can be used for  teaching systems and word processing user authentication. 

Emoticons not necessary???!!! 

http://liscc.org/contact.html


Manufacturer of Specialty Silicones
for Cosmetics and Personal Care

877.700.0302 • www.chemsil.com

Represented by:
Axiom Ingredients

516.316.1009

We Provide YOUR Silicone Solutions™
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  Our sustainable solutions 
come from natural origins.
WHAT IS PRECIOUS
TO YOU?

When it comes to skin and hair care, the focus is 
on product performance and sensory attributes.  
Introducing Plantasens™ - our newest range of 
natural, sustainable emollients, emulsifiers, 
waxes & actives for personal care. Try 
Clariant ingredients for superior performing 
products with the right sensory profile.     
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We are not your supplier,
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111 North Main St
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no boundaries
Across continents…around the world…we’re 
a leader in innovative, high performance, and 
environmentally responsible technologies for 
personal care. We translate our ingredient expertise 
into tailored solutions speci� c to region and culture. 
AkzoNobel Personal Care…where science is a 
thing of beauty™.

Learn more at akzonobel.com/personalcare
Tel: +1 888-331-6212

How can we provide solutions for you?
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Nanomolar chemistry enables 1500 experiments in a single day  
Chemists at pharma giant Merck have conducted over 1500 chemistry experiments in under a day thanks to a miniaturized, high 
throughput automation platform they developed for identifying how synthetic molecules react under various conditions. 

Yes, but how do you make a cosmetic chemist small enough to use a rubber spatula in that beaker! 

 
 

India Supreme Court wipes away Bollywood's ban on female makeup artists 
'We are in 2014, not in 1935. Such things cannot continue even for a day,' said Judge Dipak Misra. India's Supreme 
Court has ordered the lifting of a ban on women working as makeup artists in the movie industry, ending a decades-
long discriminatory practice.  The Cine Costume Makeup Artists and Hair Dressers Association had an unofficial ban 
on women as makeup artists, though they could work as hairdressers to the stars. The association said it was only 
trying to ensure that male makeup artists were not deprived of work in the film industry.  The court order came on a 
petition by makeup artist Charu Khurana, whose case was supported by the National Commission for Women, a state 
organization that protects women's rights.  

Finally, the mascara will look right! 
 

 
 

Fanatic about your coffee? 
The world’s most expensive coffee (Black Ivory Coffee from Thailand, ~US$70.00/pound) is ‘processed’ by Asian 
elephants.  That’s right: Feed the elephant coffee cherries and retrieve the beans when they come out the other end, 
digested and fermented.  Then brew your coffee through the world’s most expensive coffeemaker from Blossom Coffee 
(The Blossom One Brewer, ~US$5000!).  Temperature control to 0.5°F.  An 8-bit processor.  But manual stirring. 

How’s that for a morning eye opener! 

 

Collecting water from fog: learning from nature 
As reported in Advanced Functional Materials (DOI: 10.1002/adfm.201402229), a group of Chinese scientists have 
found that the shape of clusters of spines on the stems of certain cacti are very efficient collectors of water from fog.  
Another group at the University of Texas at Arlington (ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces, 2014, 6 (18), pp 16257–16266) has 
taken a cue from the shape and movement of the beaks of shore birds and developed a fog/water collector consisting 
of two flat glass plates that are hinged together on one edge.  The opened plates are allowed to collect condensed fog 
droplets. Then the plates are closed together, the droplets coalesce and the water runs down and is collected at the hinge 
when the plates are re-opened. A single 10-inch by 4-inch prototype “swallowed” about a tablespoon of water in 36 minutes. 
Over two hours, it harvested 400 to 900 times more water than both natural and other artificial fog-collectors. 

Yes, but is it deionized? 

 

 

 

 

Typing with feeling? 
In a paper appearing in Behaviour & Information Technology (Vol33, iss9, 9/14, pp987-96) entitled “Identifying emotion by 
keystroke dynamics and text pattern analysis”, researchers at the Islamic University of Technology in Gazipur, Bangladesh, 
reveal how they were able to correctly ascertain a computer user’s mood from keystroke attributes.  Different emotions had 
different correct perception levels.  Fear was properly recognized 67% of the time while joy was accurately perceived 87% of 
the time.  The hope is that these developments can be used for  teaching systems and word processing user authentication. 

Emoticons not necessary???!!! 
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